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Explanation paragraph – Writing portfolio 2

Name: _______________                                            ID: __________________________   Section:  _____

	An explanation paragraph is a paragraph that explains how or why something happens. The goal of writing an explanation paragraph is to give more detailed information about a topic. The paragraph contains facts, examples, descriptions, or reasons. Take a look at an example of an explanation paragraph from Unit 2.

How Colors Make us Think and Feel

     Each person may have a different answer to the question, but we can agree that colors affect everyone. We think carefully about color when we choose our clothes or select paint for a room. But we are often unaware of how color affects us. For example, the color of a room may affect our emotions. Advertisers use color to influence our choices at the supermarket. In addition, we may not realize that colors have many different meanings. 

(QSkills 2: Reading & Writing, p. 28)

This paragraph explains how colors make us think or feel by talking more about how it affects our emotions or decision when buying a product. In this paragraph, the writer supports the topic sentence by giving some examples about how colors can affect us. Note that the writer uses several signal words like ‘but’, ‘or’, ‘for example’, and ‘in addition’ to help the paragraph flows better from one sentence to the next. 

Here are some useful signal words that you can use in an explanation paragraph.

To add ideas in a separate sentence:
first, second, also, in addition, furthermore, moreover, in fact, even more. 

To give examples in a separate sentence:
for example, for instance, to illustrate, as an illustration

To compare and contrast in a separate sentence:
in the same way, likewise, similarly
yet, but, however, nonetheless, though, in contrast, on the other hand

To talk about reason (cause) and consequence (effect):
because, since
therefore, so, as a result, thus, consequently

To conclude your paragraph:
In short, in brief, to sum up, in conclusion, in summary

PRE-WRITING



In this portfolio, you are going to write an explanation paragraph. 

Choose one of the following topics to write about: 
· You are writing a proposal for a new business. Explain what colors you will use for your business and why. 
· World Health Organization records that depression among teenagers in the past 10 years has doubled. Explain how the use of technology can lead to teenagers’ depression. 
· Explain why learning English is important in today’s world.
When you write a paragraph, make sure that you:
· Use complete sentences (with clear subject and verb in every sentence)
· Capitalize the first letter of every sentence
· Use final punctuation at the end of every sentence (e.g. period, question or exclamation mark)
· Indent your paragraph
First Draft

Topic: __________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Check the quality of your writing by using the table below. If you tick “No”, revise your sentence(s).

	Yes
	No
	Self-Assessment

	
	
	Does the topic sentence have a controlling idea?

	
	
	Do I have at least three supporting sentences?

	
	
	Do my supporting sentences have relevant details?

	
	
	Do I have a concluding sentence that summarizes my paragraph?

	
	
	Do I use signal words to help tie my sentences together?

	
	
	Do I write in with consistent tense? (simple present)

	
	
	Do I write in complete sentences?

	
	
	Does every subject and verb agree?

	
	
	Does every sentence begin with a capital letter?

	
	
	Does every sentence have a final punctuation (period, question/exclamation mark)?

	
	
	Do I indent my paragraph?















Final Draft

Topic : ____________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
     _______________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
       _______________________________________________________________________________________
      ______________________________________________________________________________________

	Content &Ideas
	Organization 
	Vocabulary & Word choice
	Grammar & Mechanics
	Spelling &
Punctuation
	Total

	(0-2)
	(0-2)
	(0-2)
	(0-2)
	(0-2)
	10



